WILtlAM    CECIL                     2OI
The most famous example of his ability in
this line was his catching of John Hawkins,
the pirate and slave dealer, the man who was the
teacher of Drake and, with Drake, the best
seaman of his time. Cecil found Hawkins
negotiating secretly with the King of Spain;
having so discovered him, Hawkins* life was in
Cecil's hands and Cecil compelled him to act
as an agent and to continue to pretend to be
Philip's friend, and to continue his correspondence
with Spain. In this way Cecil discovered all that
Philip was doing.
Next he patronized Drake, always disavowing
the piracies and murders of that buccaneer,
apologizing to Spain for the outrages, and even
sometimes giving restitution, but all the while
supporting Drake underhand and allowing him
a small percentage of his loot by way of pay.
He sheltered Drake from the most obvious
consequences of his crimes, particularly in the
case of the odious murder of Doughty; for we
know now, though it was long hidden, that it
was Cecil who prevented the prosecution of
Drake by the Doughty family when they clam-
oured for justice.
Meanwhile, of course, open persecution of
the Catholic Faith in England could, on the
pretext of the recent rebellion, be launched.